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THE DIRECTOR’S CUT 

THE MUSICAL THEATRE & ACTORS STUDIO 

 

Director’s Notes 

Welcome to this second issue of The 

Director’s Cut. Gosh, have we been busy! 

This year is already off to an incredible 

start of community building and risk-

taking. Together, students and I have been 

building strong relationships and 

establishing respectful levels of 

communication. I have not felt this 

excited about a school year in quite a long 

time!  
 

As we shift to October, we’ll experience 

even more exciting endeavors; including, 

but not limited to: The Hamilton Hangout, 

Legally Blonde Auditions, and our first 

Signature Showcase series of workshops. 

With so much going on, I know it can be 

tricky to keep everything in line. It 

doesn’t help that the month of October 

brings about many calendar interruptions 

to our normal schedule. Please ensure that 

you are always looking ahead so you do 

not miss anything. 
 

In this second issue, you’ll hear directly 

from our first college visitor, see student 

perspectives, and meet our first industry 

professional guest artists, who will be 

visiting as part of our ongoing partnership 

with Signature Theatre. I hope you are 

beginning to see how and why the 

Musical Theatre & Actors Studio is such a 

great place to be. Power. Potential. 

Possibilities. 
 

Lastly, a huge thank you to those 

individuals who joined us for our first 

event of the year, The Sparkplug 

Showcase! Your support meant a great 

deal to both me and our students! 
 

Erich DiCenzo 
DIRECTOR OF THE MUSICAL THEATRE & 
ACTORS STUDIO 

          
 

   One of the responsibilities I have as the Chair of Actor Training at The Hartt School 

[University of Hartford] is to build connections with prospective acting and musical 

theatre students. In fact, it’s one of the most rewarding parts of my job, because it 

allows me to meet students around the country and take them through the enrollment 

process of a BFA program, like Hartt. There is always an inherit exuberance and 

excitement when one can offer a student the chance to chase their dreams. This was 

absolutely the case as I worked with the students of the Fairfax Academy this past 

Thursday and Friday! 
 

   Over the past two days – and one additional evening, where I was able to sit in the 

audience at the Sparkplug Showcase – I met each of the talented students that make-

up the Musical Theatre & Actors Studio. This gave me the unique ability to not only 

meet these individuals as students, but also as artists. Brief introductions, mock 

auditions, and an FAQ guided our time together. While these are typical sessions for a 

college rep. to use, there was nothing typical about my visit to the Fairfax Academy, 

which is why this partnership between the Hartt School and the Musical Theatre & 

Actors Studio is one-of-a-kind 
 

   As I am sure many of your families are learning, applying for performing arts 

programs can be a daunting journey filled with endless scheduling of prescreens, 

campus tours, and auditions. Candidly, my visit – and this partnership – helps relieve 

your students of at least one of these deep dives. My number one goal when I visit the 

MTAS each year is to provide full transparency. I love to give a realistic view of what 

the college process is like – what it looks like from behind the table, what the 

adjudicators are searching for, and the type of conversations that take place when our 

auditioners leave the room.  
 

   Whether within our discussions or through performances, the students in the MTAS 

were bright, joyful, and authentic...not to mention talented! I truly was astounded at 

just how prepared these students already are. Everyone who worked had a profound 

sense to how they approached their audition selections. Whether it was a 

Shakespearean monologue, or a vocally impressive contemporary song, these students 

were ready!  
 

   This preparedness will set your students out from the rest of the hundreds of students 

I’ll see during this year’s audition season. It is also undoubtedly a result of the style of 

training they are receiving from Erich DiCenzo here at the Academy. I hope that you 

and your students recognize what capable hands they are in. In my own recruitment 

efforts and travels, I can say there are few programs like the Musical Theatre & Actors 

Studio.  
 

   To keep with my effort of transparency, my goal is to provide a direct pipeline from 

the Fairfax Academy to the Hartt School. In the coming weeks, I’ll be reaching out to 

specific students who I plan to invite directly to callbacks, thus skipping the prescreen 

process altogether. I hope I will see a number of these students in our ranks at Hartt 

next fall, where we will take students to the next level of their artistic abilities.  

                                             Ricky Oliver 
                                                                     Actor Training Coordinator; Artists Teacher 

                                                                         The Hartt School; University of Hartford 
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  STUDET SHAREOUTS:  
Ricky Oliver & The Sparkplug Showcase 

 

“It’s great to get such detailed advice from someone like Ricky Oliver. In his 

role as the Director of Actor Training at the Hartt School, he knows exactly 

what colleges are looking for.” 

Ian Toppall [Robinson SS]; Advanced Acting Methods 
 

“I felt so lucky to get an opportunity to perform for a college rep in the comfort 

of the MTAS classroom. The fact we even get the chance to meet professionals 

and have these moments to perform for them still blows my mind!” 

Logan Baker [Fairfax HS]; Advanced Musical Theatre 
 

“It was an amazing experience to hear directly from someone who's not only a 

working professional in the industry, but who's experienced in and committed 

to helping students like us enter and thrive in it." 

Eva Jaber [Chantilly HS]; Musical Theatre Workshop 
 

“I was nervous at the start, but the positive response to my performance at 

Sparkplug lifted my spirits a ton! And seeing everyone perform was so 

inspiring! It was a great experience.” 

Jaeden Kunkel [Centreville HS]; Musical Theatre Workshop 
 

“Ricky shared so much insight about The Hartt School and the overall college 

process that lessened my worries and helped me get a better grasp on what I 

should be prepared for moving forward in the college audition process.” 

Sammy Lee Hayes [Fairfax HS]; Musical Theatre Workshop 2 Credits 
 

“Working with Ricky Oliver was so eye-opening. It really showed me that the 

people behind the table at college auditions are just people too. They want us to 

be ourselves and pick material we love. They are rooting for us to succeed!”  
Sophia Manicone [Madison HS]; Advanced Musical Theatre 

 
 

The Musical Theatre & Actors Studio is thrilled to partner with the Tony 

Award®-winning professional theatre Signature Theatre for the 2022/23 

school year. Our partnership is focused on giving Fairfax Academy's students 

access to Signature's staff and affiliated artists in an unprecedented manner. 

Each semester, MTAS classes will receive multiple customized workshops that 

aim to address each class's skill levels and artistic development goals.  

 

On Thursday, October 13 and Friday, October 14, students will participate in 

our first workshops of the year. Musical Theatre students will be working with 

Susan Derry on vocal auditions and technique, while the Acting Methods 

students work with Natascia Diaz on text analysis. Each of these incredible 

women have performed on Broadway and we cannot wait to welcome them to 

the Musical Theatre & Actors Studio! Be sure to check out their websites by 

clicking their names to learn more! 

 

      
                         Natascia Diaz                             Susan Derry  

 

 

 A Look Ahead  
 

October is a crazy month schedule-wise with 

several interruptions. Whether it’s built in 

Teacher Workdays, PSATs, or Holidays, our 

instruction will start and stop a lot. Because of 

such, I encourage you to consistently check the 

following resources for the most up-to-date 

information. 
 

1.) Schoology/SIS 

2.) Our MTAS Academy Website 

3.) Fcpsschools.net Email Accounts 
 

In the meantime, be mindful of the following 

important dates.  
 

October 3rd 

Hamilton Hangout 
 

October 5th 

No School 
 

October 10th 

Teacher Workday/Student Holiday 
 

October 12th 

PSAT Day – No Academy 
 

October 13th & 14th 

Signature Workshops In-Class 

 

October 17th-20th 

Legally Blonde Auditions 
 

October 24th 

No School 
 

October 28th 

1st Qtr. Ends/Early Release 
 

October 31st  

Teacher Workday/Student Holiday 
 

 

 
 

Students are in for a very special treat as we 

welcome company members from the North 

American Tour of Hamilton directly into the 

Musical Theatre & Actors Studio! 
 

The day is broken up into three individual 

workshops and masterclasses, where students 

will have the ability to perform with and for 

our guest artists, as well as ask any burning 

questions. Whether it’s about Broadway or the 

business, students are in for a one-of-a-kind, 

individualized experience. 

 

https://www.natasciadiaz.com/
https://www.susanderry.com/

