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THE DIRECTOR’S CUT 

THE MUSICAL THEATRE & ACTORS STUDIO 

 

Director’s Notes 

Welcome to this third issue of The 

Director’s Cut. While October was a busy 

month full of interruptions within our 

daily schedules, the students of the MTAS 

and I kept quite busy! We officially 

kicked-off our ongoing partnership with 

Signature Theatre, welcoming in two 

impressive industry professionals who 

worked with our students. We celebrated 

a week full of college visits to include 

Pace University, Boston Conservatory, 

Julliard, and VCUArts. We held auditions 

for our main stage production of Legally 

Blonde, leading to an incredibly talented 

forty-four person cast. And, of course, we 

shared the stage with company members 

of the North American tour of 

Hamilton…an experience the students and 

I won’t soon forget!  
 

Part of our professional training within 

the Musical Theatre & Actors Studio 

focuses on networking. Hamilton’s 

Associate Company Manager, Brad 

Broman, put it best when he shared: “It’s 

about networking out, not up. Stop trying 

to impress those at the top and focus on 

being kind to those sitting next to you 

right now.” My gratitude is endless for 

the time and effort Mr. Broman put into 

making this event a reality for our 

students. Please be sure to read his letter-

to-the-editor later in this issue. 
 

November will bring us to the holiday 

season, but not before another plateful of 

exciting opportunities, including our 

Academy Career Experience Expo, a 

collaboration with our Television & 

Media Production class, and the start of 

Legally Blonde!  
 

Erich DiCenzo 
DIRECTOR OF THE MUSICAL THEATRE & 
ACTORS STUDIO 

     
    

 On Monday, October 3, over sixty students of the Musical Theatre and Actors Studio 

spent the day at Fairfax Academy participating in a very special masterclass with 

company members of the North American tour of Hamilton. 
 

   The day long event, which was divided into four workshops, began with company 

members Pedro Garza [swing] and Tony D’Alelio [ensemble]. Together, they taught 

students original choreography to “The Room Where It Happens.” Shedding any of the 

inhibitions they may have had entering the space, students got right to work nailing 

down the intricate choreography all while learning of the conceptualization behind it.  
 

   “Getting to work on Blankenbuehler choreography and hear what Garza and 

D’Alelio contributed to workshops regarding original intent was an incredible 

opportunity.” Judah Widzer [Robinson SS] 
 

 
GARZA & D’ALELIO WITH OUR MTAS STUDENTS AFTER THEIR ORIGNAL CHOREOGRAPHY WORKSHOP 

 
 

   Next, students sat down with Brad Broman, Associate Company Manager, for a 

workshop focused around “the business of the business.” Mr. Broman, who started out 

as a performer himself, was able to highlight for students that success in the 

performing arts is not ‘one-size-fits-all’ and does not always mean standing in the 

spotlight. Students sat at the edge of their seats as Brad shared with them his own 

journey before answering questions.  
 

“Getting to work with and learn from people who are currently in the business and 

have found/are continuing to find success in the industry? It’s refreshing to get a new 

look on how one performs from those who are still performing and working as we 

speak.” Jimmy Houck [Fairfax HS] 
 

   Lunchtime included a second Q&A with Nick Sanchez [u/s Alexander Hamilton] 

and Nikisha Williams [Eliza Hamilton] before everyone returned to the Black Box 

Theatre for a song workshop. Together, Sanchez and Williams coached over ten 

student performers through their material, offering notes on vocal technique, intention, 

characterization, etc. Perhaps what was most special, however, was when they 

performed their duet, “That Would Be Enough”, just a few feet from the students. 
    

“Meeting the people who work and live the life that I strive for made it seem more 

attainable and real, and also showcased to me the general kindness of those who make 

theater their work in any capacity.” Kate Townsend [James Madison High School] 
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  A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 

Dear Erich, 
 

It was truly a pleasure to join you and your students at the Fairfax Academy 

and to get the chance to chat and work with them. The [Hamilton]cast and I 

discussed – at great length – how incredibly talented, thoughtful, and 

energetic your students are. I, personally, along with Nick, Tony, Nikisha, 

and Pedro, have taught these sorts of classes all over the country, but never 

to such great result. We were so impressed by their ability to work so quickly 

and intelligently with notes and adjustments. Their questions were equally 

thoughtful and showed an eagerness to grow and learn.  
 

It is truly a gift to have an Academy like this in your district, and incredible 

that these students are given the opportunity to train at such a high level 

beginning so early in their high school career. Certainly, working with 

someone of your caliber, with such tenacity and demand for excellence, will 

truly serve them well no matter their choice of path in the arts. 
 

It is inspiring to see the next wave of theatre artists in such good hands. On 

behalf of the cast and crew of our Hamilton Philip Tour, thank you for having 

us! Thank you to your students for sharing their talents with us. And thank 

you for all you’re personally doing to shape the future of our industry.  
 

Break Legs! 
 

Brad Broman  
 

 
 

BROMAN, SANCHEZ, & WILLIAMS WITH MR. DICENZO AND THE ENTIRE MTAS HAMILTON GROUP 

 
                                       Jim Van Slyke                                                                    Michael Perrie Jr.                   

On Thursday, Oct. 13th and Friday, Oct.14th, we welcomed to the Academy 

both Jim Van Slyke and Michael Perrie Jr. While Jim Van Slyke worked with 

the Musical Theatre courses on vocal technique, Michael Perrie tackled script 

analysis with our Acting Methods students. 
 

“It’s so important to get different perspectives in this industry. He [JVS] 

brought a lot of new energy into my piece that I wouldn’t have gotten just 

working by myself.” Cassidy Loria [Oakton High School] 
 

“By the end of the workshop, I felt noticeably more confident in my singing 

abilities.” Jonah Uffelman [James Madison High School] 
 

“I’ve had the same voice coach for 5 years. Working with Jim was very 

insightful to getting a different perspective. I learned new techniques and 

approaches and I’ve taken away the ones that worked for me, creating a 

larger range of options for the future.” Noelle Koss [Lake Braddock SS] 

 

  

When One Shines, We All Shine! 

 
 

You may remember Sophia Manicone from 

her portrayal of Katherine Plumber in last 

year’s production of Newsies, but now she is 

busy taking her first bite of the big apple! 
 

Sophia Manicone is thrilled to be making her 

Off-Broadway debut as Iola Stover 

in Parade at New York City Center. Starring 

Ben Platt and Micaela Diamond, and featuring 

Gaten Matarazzo, this show is NYCC’s 2022 

Annual Gala Presentation. After an initial 

audition with 500 girls, Sophia was invited to 

New York for an in-person callback. In the 

room were some serious Broadway icons: 

Jason Robert Brown (Composer), Michael 

Arden (Tony nominated director - Once on 

this Island, Deaf West’s Spring Awakening), 

Alfred Uhry (Pulitzer Prize wining 

playwright), Craig Burns (Telsey + Company 

- Casting Director) and Thomas Murray 

(Music Director).  
 

Sophia is honored to play this role and be 

working with this talented cast and amazing 

team! She’s been in New York City for the 

last few weeks preparing for the production, 

which opens November 1, 2022!  

 

Please join me in sending Sophia our very 

best wishes for an incredible run! And be sure 

to catch her as Elle Woods this February in 

Legally Blonde! 

A LOOK AHEAD 

November 8th 

No School; Election Day 
 

November 9th 

Academy Career Experience Expo 
 

November 11th 

Student Holiday; School Planning Day 
 

November 23-25 

No School; Thanksgiving Break 
 

November 28-December 2 

First Rehearsal Week of Legally Blonde 


