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Director’s Notes 

Hello again! I hope this fourth issue of 

The Director’s Cut finds you well-rested, 

grateful, and rejuvenated after our 

Thanksgiving break. I took full advantage 

of the time off to spend quality time with 

my family and tackle some last-minute 

wedding planning for my upcoming New 

Year’s Eve nuptials. Now, we have three 

quick weeks until our extended Winter 

Break, but not before a few exciting 

events and some meaningful reflection. 
 

This issue further highlights the 

opportunities available here at the Musical 

Theatre & Actors Studio. Firstly, I’d like 

to invite you all to join us for our Disney 

Cabaret on December 8th at 7pm. You’ll 

also read of the unique collaboration 

between our Acting Methods students and 

the Academy’s Television & Media 

program. And you’ll be introduced to 

some key players who support our 

students and the work we do. 
 

One of those individuals is my Program 

Assistant, Kim Klain, who many of you 

will be hearing from as Legally Blonde 

kicks into high gear. Kim and I have 

worked together over the last ten years. In 

fact, there is not a single production that I 

have mounted without the support and 

brilliance of Kim. She’s my “right hand 

man”, so to speak. And so you can put a 

face to a name…  

 
 

Cheers! 
 

Erich DiCenzo 
DIRECTOR OF THE MUSICAL THEATRE & 
ACTORS STUDIO 

Tickling Those Ivories!   
    

   Over the course of this year, our Musical Theatre students have had the great 

privilege to work with a live accompanist during their in-class workshops and 

performances. The benefits that come from this opportunity cannot be overstated. 

Without a live accompanist, students must rely on digital tracks from YouTube. As 

you can imagine, this can cause challenges. Sometimes students cannot find a track for 

the song in their key…if they even find it at all. Dependence on digital tracks also 

hinders the flow and productivity of the workshop process. Most importantly, 

however, utilizing YouTube is simply not the professional standard. Students will 

rarely, if ever, audition in the professional world without a live pianist. That is why it’s 

been so exciting to have Paul Rossen in our studio! 
 

   Paul Rossen is a theatrical music director and educator in the DMV area. He has 

worked at Adventure Theatre, Imagination Stage, and is currently on faculty at Levine 

School of Music. He has music-directed many local productions as well as the teen 

groups Take the Stage and Teen Angel Project and has performed at both Carnegie 

Hall and the Kennedy Center. 
 

   I am excited to announce that – after being awarded two grants – we will be able to 

welcome Paul Rossen into our studio more consistently, thus supporting our students 

even further! 
 

   “When Erich mentioned a workshop for teaching students how to interact with 

accompanists, I was so surprised because it had never occurred to me that something 

like that could be taught. In retrospect, it's the most obvious and best idea. The 

sessions with his students have been very productive. It sounds counterintuitive but 

having a live accompanist on site improves the acting aspect for performers. That's 

because under Erich's direction, we can experiment with different dynamics, 

tempo/tempo changes, and style. This helps the students shape their songs. The kids at 

Fairfax Academy are so gifted. I'm always astonished by their talent and the 

breakthroughs they make under Erich's direction. I cannot wait to continue this 

partnership and see what the future holds in store for the students and this program!”                                                                                                         
                                                Paul Rossen 

                                                                                                             MTAS GUEST ACCOMPANIST 

 

“Having a live accompanist was incredibly beneficial, including the feedback given by 

Paul on how to interact with the accompanist in an audition. It was especially helpful 

in our 50's/60's unit, as we were able to play with style and pace.” 

                                                                                       Carissa Ma [Madison HS] 

 

“Having the opportunity for a live accompanist in the classroom changes the entire 

workshopping experience. We get much more preparation for auditions and learn how 

to mark sheet music; this is what sets the academy apart from the rest.”  

                                                                                       Ela Howard [Centreville HS] 

 
“This was a first-time experience for me. It was a new challenge to only perform with 

a piano; however, this allowed the class to make our workshops more efficient and 

effective.”                                                                      Brielle Steeves [Woodson HS] 
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Disney in December 
Our Musical Theatre students welcome you to join them in celebrating the 

season with the magic of Disney and the music and movies we all know and 

love so well! This free event is open to all! Suggested donations at the door 

will help fund our upcoming production of Legally Blonde. 
 

 
 

 

 

From STAGE to SCREEN  
 

Throughout this past month, students enrolled in the Acting Methods courses 

had the opportunity to collaborate with the Academy’s Television & Media 

production program. It began with an in-depth dissection of how acting for 

the stage differs from acting for the camera and ended with performers 

screen-testing their monologues under the lights and in front of the lens. This 

collaboration may lead to our Acting Methods students being cast in films 

that the Television & Media class are currently developing. 
 

“This was great exposure to screen acting and learning from a strictly-film 

viewpoint all while integrating previous lessons from my Acting Methods 

class. I thoroughly enjoyed working alongside the TV Media class and gained 

knowledge that was out of the norm for your typical base school theater 

class. This kind of collaboration is why I love the Academy!” 

                                                                      Micaela Luster [Westfield HS] 
 

“I really enjoyed seeing how other Fairfax Academy classes are taught, 

especially the TV and Media class. This introduction to film helped me feel 

like my plans for the future were being supported by the class content.” 

                                                                      AJ Ingson [Woodson HS] 
 

"Having the opportunity to step into the shoes of an actor experiencing the 

realm of TV & Film for the first time was incredibly insightful as I learned 

the polarizing and similar aspects it shares with theatre. It was especially 

engaging when the studio played out mock auditions, preparing us actors for 

future projects."                                            Matilda Awad [Fairfax HS] 
 
 

A LOOK AHEAD 
 

DEC.1st & 2nd – In-Class Signature Theatre Workshops 
 

DEC. 8th – The Disney Cabaret @ 7pm Fairfax High School Auditorium 
 

DEC. 12th thru 15th – In-Class Stage Combat Workshop 

 

  

INTRODUCING: 

 
 

As our production of Legally Blonde ramps 

up, it’s important to introduce you to our Co-

Artistic Director, Evie Korovesis! Ms. 

Korovesis currently serves as the Theatre 

Director at Thoreau Middle School in Vienna, 

Virginia, where she has taught for the last 

three years. Prior to this, she was a music 

teacher at Colombia Elementary. Evie brings 

with her a wide range of abilities to support a 

successful production. The cherry on top? The 

students adore her! 
 

“After working with Mr. DiCenzo for many 

years now, I am thrilled and honored to be 

working with the Academy students yet again 

in this year’s production of Legally Blonde. 

Mr. DiCenzo and I met while performing in 

Reston Community Players production of 

Gypsy and have been friends ever since. Our 

collaboration started when we did Hairspray 

together; him as director, and me as a Corney 

Collins Kid. As assistant choreographer, we 

quickly realized our brains worked the same 

way and we loved putting them together to 

create something so fun! Thus E-squared was 

born! While I have been a music/theatre 

teacher in FCPS for thirteen years, there is 

something so special about working with High 

School students. I have worked with Fairfax 

High School productions for a while, but I 

have loved getting to know students from 

around the county these past few years and 

the amazing talents that they have shared with 

the Academy. We started this week with music 

rehearsals and already the joy in this room is 

bright pink and contagious! I cannot wait for 

Mr. D. and I to piece this energetic and 

extremely talented company into one of my 

favorite shows! While we are thrilled to be 

putting on such a big show, this production 

can only be produced with help from the 

community. We ask that as January begins 

your gifts be of time and assistance to the set, 

costumes, props, etc. Thank you so much for 

sharing your wonderful kids with us. Have a 

wonderful and well rested Winter Break and I 

look forward to seeing you all at Legally 

Blonde!”  

                   Evie Korovesis 


